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sumptuous sacrifice, and at length on reaching Abydos he
had the delight of sitting on the throne of white stones
which had been raised for him by his orders. Beneath
him his fleet was engaged in a mimic battle, in which the
Sidonians were the victors. Surveying the hosts which he
had thus brought together, Xerxes first pronounced him-
self the happiest of men and then presently wept; and
in answer to the wondering question of Artabanos con-
fessed that the thought of mortality had suddenly thrust
itself upon him, and that the tears found their way into
nis eyes because at the end of a hundred years not one
of all this great host should remain alive. ' Nay/ said
Artabanos, 'there are more woeful things than this.
The sorrows that come upon us and the diseases that
trouble us make our short life seem long, and therefore
from so much wretchedness' death becomes the best
refuge/ ' Let us speak no more of mortal life/ said
Xerxes; (it is even as thou sayest. It is well not to
bring evil things to mind when we have a good work in
our hands. But tell me this. If thou hadst not seen the
dream-god clearly, wouldst thou have kept thine own
counsel, or wouldst thou have changed ? Tell me the
truth.' Artabanos could not but express the hope that
all things might go as the king desired; but he added
* I am still full of care and anxious, because I see that
two very mighty things are most hostile to thee.' ' What
may those things be ?' asked the king; {will the army of
the Greeks be more in number than mine, or will our
ships be fewer than theirs ? for if it be so, we will quickly
bring yet another host together.' < Nay/ answered Arta-
banos, t to make the host larger is to make these two things
worse ; and these are the land and the sea. The sea has
no harbour which in case of storm can shelter so many
ships. The land too is hostile ; and if nothing resists
thee, it becomes yet more hurtful the furthe" that we go,